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“The climate and the culture of your 

school are not the same thing. 

The culture of a school is represented 

by its shared beliefs, its ceremonies, 

its nuances, the tra-

ditions and the 

things that make the 

school unique. 

School culture takes 

a great deal of time 

to create. It doesn’t 

happen overnight. It 

happens over years. 

The climate of the 

school is represented 

by the immediate and current condi-

tions that exist in the school. Every-

one associated with the school has 

the responsibility to contribute to the 

creation of a school’s culture, from 

the custodian to the community 

member. Everyone has the responsi-

bility to contribute to the fundamen-

tal foundation of what the school is, 

how it functions, how it sustains it-

self and how it grows. Creating a 

school culture is always active, al-

ways ongoing and always a conscious 

consideration of leadership in every-

thing it does. It’s a choice. If you are 

interested in improving your school, 

add to the culture. Build the culture 

by adding things that 

create a uniqueness, 

that help kids grow as 

human beings, and 

that establishes and 

maintains the school as 

an essential and con-

tributory member of its 

community. You do 

that by first changing 

the climate of the 

school. 

Because over time, the climate of the 

school informs the culture of the 

school. Over time, elements of a 

school’s climate can become part of 

its culture. Truly successful schools 

create the conditions that enable this 

to occur. 

Of course, understanding this can 

help address how to build a school 

culture or how to add depth to an ex-

isting one in a positive way.” 

David Jakes 2/28/13 Smart Blog on Education 

http://smartblogs.com/education/2013/02/28/your-climate-your-culture/


Family Friendly Schools  

Best Practices: Parent Involvement in Schools 

Best Practices: School Climate and Learning 

ASCD: School Climate and Culture Resources 

How to Create a Positive School Climate 

Sample School Climate Survey from New Jersey 

School Climate Survey from Teaching Tolerance 

DOE Links: 

Standards Resources 

Assessment Resources 

Online Communities of Practice 

Outreach Resources 

Resources 

“There's no doubt that schools can 

benefit from the resources and expertise 

of local businesses, organizations, and 

individuals. In this roundup, explore 

examples and strategies for initiating and 

fostering successful business and 

community partnerships.” The October 4, 

2014 edition of Edutopia provided a 

resource round-up for enlisting the help 

of vital community partners. Link Above 

LinkAbovelinabove for more information. 

Building Community Partners 
Resource Round-up 

Announcing: Experience College- and Career-Ready Assessment (also referred to 
as “Experience CCRA”) is now available! 

Important details regarding Experience College
- and Career-Ready Assessment (Experience 
CCRA) for grades 3-8….   
 
Experience CCRA is a set of technology-enhanced 
items available for classroom use. 
 
These items are hosted by CTB/McGraw-Hill in an 
Experience CCRA environment. 
 
Experience CCRA includes each of the technology-
enhanced items types that will be part of the Spring 
2015 ISTEP+ Assessment. 
 
Experience CCRA is designed to be engaging and 
interactive for students and teachers. 

Coming in January: Experience CCRA for ECAs 

Indiana Academic Standards Regional Training: Resource Hub 

The DOE held 10 regional meetings on the Indiana’s New Academic Standards 

and Assessments. Participants learned more about standards resources, online 

communities of practice, and instructional guidance for our new assessments 

including ECA’s, ISTEP+, Acuity, and IREAD3. Linked above is a link to the 

resource hub and released assessment items. Educators should check back for 

additional guidance items such as rubrics and additional guidance on all assess-

ments. 

Relationship Building Through Cultural-
ly Responsive Classroom Management 

“School behavior problems often originate 

outside of the classroom. For example, 

asthma is the number one cause of ab-

senteeism . Additionally, “African American 

students have a 31% higher likelihood of 

being suspended than white students,” 

says criminal justice policy expert, Tony 

Fabelo, “even though no evidence sup-

ports the notion that African American 

students misbehave more.” Click the link 

above for the entire article written by Todd 

Finley which includes timely tips for being 

more culturally responsive.“ Link Above 

Jennifer L.W. Fink 

http://www.doe.in.gov/outreach/familyfriendly-schools-program
http://outreach.msu.edu/bpbriefs/issues/brief30.pdf
http://outreach.msu.edu/bpbriefs/issues/brief31.pdf
http://www.ascd.org/research-a-topic/school-culture-and-climate-resources.aspx
http://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/how_to_create_a_positive_school_climate
http://www.state.nj.us/education/students/safety/behavior/njscs/Best%20Practices%20Parent%20Involvement%20in%20schools
http://www.tolerance.org/sites/default/files/documents/tt_school_climate.pdf
http://www.doe.in.gov/standards
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/acuity-grades-3-8-algebra-i-english-10
http://www.doe.in.gov/elearning/online-communities-practice
http://www.doe.in.gov/outreach
http://www.edutopia.org/community-business-partnerships-resources
http://www.edutopia.org/community-business-partnerships-resources
http://learnoas.ctb.com/ISTEP/
http://learnoas.ctb.com/ISTEP/
http://www.doe.in.gov/standards/indiana-academic-standards-regional-training-resource-hub
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/relationship-building-culturally-responsive-classroom-todd-finley
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/relationship-building-culturally-responsive-classroom-todd-finley
http://www.schoolfunding.info/resource_center/research/2005symposium.pdf
http://www.schoolfunding.info/resource_center/research/2005symposium.pdf
http://www.weareteachers.com/hot-topics/special-reports/building-a-positive-school-culture

